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SECTION 8. Contents of petition.-a. A      petition for adoption
shall be filed in duplicate, verified by the petitioners, and shall specify:
1. The full names, ages and place of residence of the petitioners,
and, if married, the place and date of the marriage.
2. "When the petitioners acquired, or intend to acquire, custody
of the child and from what person or agency.
3. The date and place of birth of the child, if known.
4. The name used for the child in the proceeding, and if a change
in name is desired, the new name.
5. That it is the desire of the petitioners that the relationship of
parent and child be established between them and the child.
6. A full description and statement of value of all property owned
or possessed by the child.
7. Facts, if any, which excuse consent on the part of a parent to
the adoption.
b. One copy of the petition shall be retained by the court. The
other shall be sent to any agency or person participating in the adop-
tion proceeding.
c. Any written consent required by this act may be attached to
the petition, or may be filed, after the filing of the petition, with
the consent of the court.
SECTION 9. Court to order investigation.-a. Upon the filing
of a petition for adoption the court shall order an investigation to
be made by the Children's Bureau of the State of South Carolina,
or by a private or public welfare organization having as one of its
main purposes the care and placement of children, or by a represen-
tative designated by the court and shall further order that a report
of such investigation shall be filed with the court by the designated
investigator within sixty days from the issuance of the order for
investigation, unless time therefor is extended by the court. Such
investigation may be dispensed with upon good cause therefor being
presented to the Court. Such investigation shall include the condi-
tions and antecedents of the child for the purpose of determining
whether he is a proper subject for adoption; appropriate inquiry to
determine whether the proposed home is a suitable one for the child;
and any other circumstances and conditions which may have a bearing
on the adoption and of which the court should have knowledge.
b. The court may order agencies or persons named in subsection
(a) of this section, located in one or more counties, to make separate
investigations on separate parts of the inquiry as may be appropriate.


